
Week 8 - Sept 7-11
AIMS Games Students Away

Good luck team!
Sept 7 - Term 4 Ballot Closes
Sept 8 - Board Meeting 6pm

Sept 11 - School Assembly 2pm

Week 9 - Sept 14-18

Week 10 - Sept 21-25
Sept 25 - Last Day of Term 3!

TERM 4
Week 1 - Oct 12-16

Oct 13 - Cricket Sessions
Oct 15 - School Photo Day

Week 2 - Oct 19-23
Oct 22 - Cricket Sessions

Week 3 - Oct 26-30
Oct 26 - Labour Day - No School

Our Place to Grow and Learn together
Ko tātou kura, kia tipu, kia ako ngātahi

Term 3 - Week 7 - Sept 3, 2026
Kia ora e te whānau, 

Whangārei Heads School Newsletter

Coming Events:IWhat a busy month!  There have been so many exciting adventures for our
tauira to enjoy.  Take a look at the pictures that Courtney has added to the
newsletter.

We sadly said goodbye to Matua Rueben a fortnight ago.  Matua Reuben came
to us through the Mana Ake programme as an additional support staff
member on Thursdays. He shared with us his talents in drama (yes he did
once be a member of the Shortland Street TV programme), as well as passion
for Sports and PE, Kapa Haka and Enviro learning. We really enjoyed having
Matua Rueben in our kura, and he will be sadly missed!  The children said a
“Ka Kite ano” or “See you soon!” to him as he moved on to be a Real Estate
Agent.  We hope this isnt the end of our connection with Reuben. 

We have also sadly received the resignation for Fiona Ellis, for the end of this
school year.  Fiona’s whanau is moving to the top of the South Island, so they
have some exciting adventures awaiting them! We will miss Fiona immensely
in the Whangarei Heads School whanau.  She has been an incredible teacher
in her 5 years with us.  She has taught across the entire school, including
being the CRT release teacher for a period of time.  She is such a passionate
teacher who thinks deeply about how to engage her learners and makes such
strong connections with whanau.  We will farewell her properly at the end of
year events. 

On the good news front, Jamie Love, has completed her training and is now a
fully registered teacher!  This is an intensive 8 term process with support and
guidance provided by her mentor teachers; Sharon/Emily and then Tracey.
We congratulate her, and her mentors, on this achievement. 

We have noticed that some whanau are slipping away early at the end of each
day.  We come together as a school whanau to say Karakia and share
important notices at the end of each day. I am aware that some people do
have to get to sports practices and tutoring in town, but where possible can
you please stay for this, we usually have this complete and ready to load first
bus by 2.50pm. It is part of our whanaungatanga (belonging) and
manaakitanga (kindness). 

Kelly 



A big thank you to Ken and Maureen for
opening their paddocks to the school
again for our annual cross country. It was
a great day on the hillside, watching our
students (and some parents!) give their all
as they raced around Matua Dane’s cross
country circuit.
And thank you to all the parents who
walked with our classes from the school
down to the farm. We appreciate you!

2026 Cross Country



School Waste Audit
On Thursday the school had Eco solutions in to run a waste audit. Each class had a session at identifying all
of the materials that have been going into rubbish bins. Each class got to talk about the materials and how
they relate to renewable and non-renewable, and how we should be recycling and reusing a minimising as
much as we can. 
To see all the rubbish laid out gave us a good visible idea of what we could 
do as a School to improve our systems. The waste warriors will produce a 
report and we will let you know the findings once that is completed.

Term 2 Attendance 
Here is the MOE Everyday
Matters report for Term 2. 

You can see that we have
maintained our Regular
Attendance figure at 60%. 

The MOE goal is for 80% so we
still have a way to go.  Thanks to
all  those who are more mindful
about attending school
regularlry. 

We do still have a group of
children who arrive late each
day. It would be nice to see this
number drop. 



Beginners Guide to Parihaka
Mountain Bike Park

Hi! Our names are Otto and Zeke (Year 8s) and we
both love mountain biking. Our local park is Parihaka
and we want to spread the word about it and give you
some great tips for when you next want to ride there. 

The most important thing you need to know is that
Parihaka is clay based so when it's been wet or if it’s
currently wet most of the trails will be really slippery.
There are definitely some loam (soft and grippy dirt)
based trails that ride well in the wet like: F Finger, Fish
Finger, Middle finger, Stick Man and some other ones
you will definitely discover the more you ride there. So
if there's been lots of rain lately either wait a few days
or just stick to the tracks listed. 

There is a good variety of trails there from green trails
for beginners, blue for intermediate riders and
black/double black trails for advanced and confident
riders. There are some great jump trails like Vendetta
and recently re-done Drop Track, but there are also
some super fun, techy and steep tracks as well. Our
favourites are Fish Finger, F Finger, The Chute and J
pin.

 Another thing we really like about Parihaka is that it
has lots of great chutes. A chute is a very steep section
of trail often carved out between rock faces or dirt
banks. There are some super steep chutes and also
some really long chutes as well. The progression on
the chutes is really awesome too. The smaller ones are
fun for beginners/intermediate riders but there are
some crazy ones to really test you, if that's what you're
after. 

Hopefully you’ve learnt heaps and will be all set for
your next ride at Parihaka. 

Science Fair Awards
Congratulations to our amaziing Science
Fair Award Winners

We had 3 of our Central North Island
Science Fair entries receive a prize at the
Prize Giving on Wednesday evening. 

1.Tim Barr - Shared the Matauranga
Maori Special Award for his project;
From Rakau to Remedy; Mānuka,
Kānuka Me te Harehare

2.Macenzy Langdon - Judges Award Best
Year 7 Technology for her project;
Bloom in a Bottle 

3.Kaia Bellamy - Highly Commended
Year 7 Technology Award for her
project;  Nip it 



Ruru Visit Whangarei Heads Fire Station
We had a fantastic trip today to the fire station. What a great adventure. I want to thank the parents who
could come and make it possible to walk there back and back safely. We had a great presentation around
fire safety and your child will have a few things to discuss with you, including an escape plan and
organising a meeting place. Bill and Jesse got to choose a friend each to ride in the 🚒. A massive thanks to
the Whangarei heads fire crew as well as Greg and Jake who lead the session. ~ Matua Dane



What’s On!
By Juno, Yr 8
From festivals to shows, there are
lots of cool activities for you and
your whanau to go to on the
weekend or free afternoons to
attend and spice up your life!

1.  The Pilot And The Bird a two
person circus for all ages
ONEONESIX, 116a Bank Street,
Whangārei Friday 2 October 2026
11:00am and Sunday 4 October
2026 4:00pm

2.Kitchen Chaos! When two messy
performers accidentally squish a
surprise party cake, they must
use circus tricks, magic, and
slapstick comedy to quickly learn
how baking works. Designed for
kids ages 3 to 8 and their
families. ONEONESIX, 116a Bank
Street, Whangārei Wednesday 7
October 2026 11:00am and
1:30pm

3.Roller Disco Whangarei Roller
Skating Club, dust off your skates
tie the laces and get ready for a
fun night out at McGill Road,
Portland, Whangārei Saturday 26
September 2026 5:30pm and
Saturday 24 October 2026
5:30pm

4.Quilt & Textile Art Show The
Whangārei Patchworkers &
Quilters Club presents a
showcase featuring handmade
quilts and textile art. Visitors can
view the "Intertwined" challenge,
browse vendor stalls and sales
tables, enter raffles, and buy
refreshments. Event date: Friday,
11 September 2026 | 10:00 AM
to 04:00 PM Forum North, 7 Rust
Avenue, Whangārei, 0110



Barge Park Cross Country! 
More photos on ClassDojo

5.Black Ferns v France The Black
Ferns return to play in an
inclusive, family-friendly women's
rugby match. The event features
a 3:05 PM kickoff, live music, fan
flags, temporary tattoos, and a
post-match signing session, with
$5 kids' tickets available until
September 6, 2026. Event date:
Saturday, 24 October 2026 |
03:05 PM to 04:45 PM

6.Beatlemania On
TourBeatlemania On Tour is a
live tribute concert celebrating
the music of The Beatles. The
show features their greatest hits
performed live with authentic
costumes, replica instruments,
period lighting, and classic sing-
along tracks like "Hey Jude," "Let
It Be," and "Here Comes the
Sun."Event date: Wednesday, 28
October 2026 | 07:30 PM to
10:00 PMWednesday, 28 October
2026 | 07:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Have fun and enjoy!



Kia ora, this article in the Newsletter is brought to you by Tim and Shai. We will be talking about AIMS
Games and interviewing some students who are traveling down, Zeke (check out his youtube channel
@ZekeMTB1) and Shai. AIMS Games is an intermediate sporting competition that has more people than the
Olympics. It is based in Tauranga but has competitors from all around Aotearoa. It goes on for a full week
and even has an opening ceremony. It is a great experience, I would highly recommend it to anyone in Year
7 or 8. There are 27 different sports including Yachting, Surfing, Hip Hop, and all of the team sports you can
imagine. There is so much bonding you get to do with your friends because you aren’t competing in your
sport the whole time. When we went down last year me and my friends went skating, riding around on
bikes, hanging out around Tauranga, going to malls, the hot pools with everyone and fighting over Arlo
Benge’s squishy sausage dog. Last year we had some athletes that did exceptionally well. An example is
Ben who came 2nd in Rock Climbing.

Zeke’s Interview:
Shai: Are you excited to go to AIMS Games?
Zeke: Yes I am very excited to go to AIMS Games.
Shai: What is the sport you are competing in?
Zeke: I am mountain biking in both categories.
Shai: What are you most excited about?
Zeke: I am most excited to do the Enduro category at AIMS Games which is where you pedal up the hills in
your race but you don’t get timed while you're doing so, and then when you go downhill you get timed.
Shai: What else are you going to do when you're down there?
Zeke: I am going to go riding at Whakarewarewa forest, the Chinese Buffet, and I am going to go to the
skatepark with my mates.
Shai: What are you least excited for?
Zeke: I am not looking forward to driving down and back because the drive is long and boring.

Shai’s Interview:
Tim: Are you excited to go to AIMS Games?
Shai: Yes I am very excited to compete.
Tim: What sport are you competing in?
Shai: I am competing in golf while I am down there.
Tim: What are you most looking forward to?
Shai: The thing I am most looking forward to is competing in my sport with my friend Josh.
Tim: What stuff other than golf are you going to do?
Shai: I am going to go to the skatepark, go to the Chinese Buffet and hang out with my mates.
Tim: What are you least looking forward to?
Shai: Driving there and back because the drive is 5 hours and 6 minutes.

We really recommend going to this amazing experience when your child is in intermediate. It is so fun
because you can try out your talent against people who are really good and you wouldn’t normally play
against and you learn so much stuff. During AIMS you make new friends easily while competing because
they have the same interest as you. Go ahead and go to AIMS Games for either an individual sport, or
gather some people and play a team sport.

AIMS Games 2026



Farewell Matua Reuben

Trapping Club
Every Wednesday - 1pm

with Matua Dane
Open to all students!



Could WHESI help you?
W.H.E.S.I. (Whangarei Heads Educational Support
Initiative) puts people in the community who have
backgrounds in education in touch with students
experiencing difficulties in the education system. It
hopes that by working in a one-to-one situation, or
small group situation, it can help them overcome their
challenges.

If you are experiencing problems with topics, other
than reading and writing (which require specialist
knowledge of the current pedagogy), then maybe
WHESI could help? 

If so, please do get in touch by sending an e-mail to
WHESI.NZ@gmail.com.

We would also love to hear from anybody in the
community who would like to join us as a tutor, at any
level primary through to tertiary.
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