
Week 4 - Aug 10-14
MATH WEEK!

Aug 12 - WGHS Interviews at PBS
Aug 14 - School Assembly 2pm

Week 5 - Aug 17-21
Aug 19 - Ruru Fire Station Trip
Aug 21 - WHS Cross Country

Week 6 - Aug 24-28
Aug 28 - School Assembly 2pm

Week 7 - Aug 31-Sept 4
Sept 2 - WPSSA Cross Country

Week 8 - Sept 7-11
Sept 8 - Board Meeting 6pm

Sept 11 - School Assembly 2pm

Our Place to Grow and Learn together
Ko tātou kura, kia tipu, kia ako ngātahi

Term 3 - Week 3 - Aug 7, 2026
Kia ora e te whānau, 

Whangārei Heads School Newsletter

Coming Events:
IIt was so lovely to see you all here for the Three Way Conferences in the first
two weeks at school.  I heard such positive reports of the conversations had
around learning and your child’s progress.

You will have seen that the build is progressing along.  The RAB board is on,
and the roof should be on by the end of next week.  Being water tight is not
too far away.  The build is on schedule now, based on the new schedule that
was created when some challenges were found during the demolition phase.
The classroom and toilet blocks are due for completion by the next school
holidays, the admin area will be ready for the new school year. We can’t wait!

The Board are now looking at investing the past years funds from the Funky
Fishing towards a playground upgrade. We will start to ask the children what
they would like, visit local school playgrounds to gather ideas and start to
apply for grants.  We have approximately $66k in locally raised funds, and will
need to generate at least another similar amount. But it is exciting to think
about. We will be asking for input from you all along the journey, but if you
would like to help out in any way; applying for grants, have skill/interest in
playgrounds or building works, please let me know. 

The judges were blown away by the quality of the Science Fair projects
produced by our students in Karearea.  I hope you had a chance to pop into
the office and see some of them.  Some memorable ones for me were;

Solving Sunburn; where Juno has developed an App to alert you to the UV
level
From Rakau to Remeby; where Tim harvested and created his own
manuka and kanuka balm
Nip it; where Kaia made a sensory toy so her horse would stop biting her
AI; where Amelie researched into the impact of AI on the environment 
The Dieback Detectives; where Sofia researched Kauri Dieback
Bloom in a Bottle; where Macenzy has tested and made a natural perfume. 

Kelly 



Hui a Kura - Assembly Schedule

Week 4: Full school assembly - Kotare Sharing

Week 5: No assembly - Cross Country 12-2pm 

Week 6: Full school assembly - Korora Sharing

Week 7: Team Hui - Teina hui for the junior school (Piwakawaka, Tui, Ruru),
Tuakana hui for the senior school (Korora, Kotare, Karearea)

Week 8: Full school assembly - Ruru Sharing

Week 9: Team Hui - Teina hui for the junior school (Piwakawaka, Tui, Ruru),
Tuakana hui for the senior school (Korora, Kotare, Karearea)

Week 10: Full school assembly - Tui Sharing

Term 3:

Trees for Survival
Planting Day

See full report
attached below

Together, we grew
and planted 820

native plants!



August 21 - 12-2pm - Vinson Farm - Paddock
opposite Manaia Club - Mark it on your
calendars now!

Join us over at Vinson's Farm for our annual whole
school event. 
We will kickoff with our junior runners first from
approximately 12.30pm - working our way through
to our oldest runners. Everyone will participate -
with the fastest senior runners invited to represent
our kura at the interschool event in week 7. We
have an adults race at the end for a bit of fun. 

Please park at school and walk with us at 12pm, or
over in the Manaia carpark. 

School Cross Country





PLANTING DAYREPORT 2026
Whangārei Heads School 

with Murray Jagger  

Together, we grew and planted 820 native plants! 

Thank you for your commitment to environmental education in action! 
Together, by growing and planting native trees we are actively involved in protecting

and restoring a more resilient environment.



P L A N T I N G  D A Y  S U M M A R Y :  

30 Jun 2026 at Taurikura 

TfS Facilitator: Kate Davies

Teacher: Dane Higgison 

30 Students 

2 School Staff 

5 Parents, Landowners,Others

Waterway planted: 20m and 5m 

Whangārei Heads School students, teachers and parents had an amazing day planting
at the stream running by the tennis courts out to the harbour at Taurikura. Continuing on
the stream from Parua Bay's School planting. What a great opportunity for the students
to head out to a beautiful location, get their hands dirty and enjoy a morning in the fresh
air. 

The students and their teachers, Dane and Jessie, have been busy potting up, and
caring for the native plants since spring and the big planting day had finally come. 

With our gumboots on and our spades at the ready, we began with a quick health and
safety briefing and learnt a bit more about our all about the environmental benefits our
plantings will provide. These include nitrate filtering before the water gets into the
stream and heads out to the harbour. The 3 c's we want our stream to be - cool, clear
and clean. They will also help to increase biodiversity and provide food and shelter for
our beautiful native birds. Then it was time to get stuck in and do the hard mahi. 

Students learnt to dig a hole, get the beautiful native plant out of its bag and put it in
the ground to give it the best chance of success in its new home at Taurikura. 

Planting days are a great way 
to take tangible action for our 
local environment, leaving a 
future lasting legacy for
generations. Thanks to 
Murray Jagger for fencing and 
prepping the site. It will be 
great for these students to 
see these trees grow over the 
years. 





140 x Mānuka 
(Leptospermumscoparium) 
Manuka is greatfor restoration projects as it is common through NZ, hardy and
tolerant of a range of habitats from wetlands to dry slopes. It is a good nursery
crop, food source for birds and insects and honey produced from its flowers has
strong antibacterial qualities. 

 
(Coprosma robusta) 
Common throughout NZ and easily recognized by its bright orange ripe fruit. This
bushy shrub grows to 6m tall and provides food for birds in winter. It easily self-
seeds which makes it a great plant for many restoration projects. 

 
(Flax / Phormium tenax) 
Found throughout NZ, flax grows well in a wide range of habitats but favours
wetlands and open riversides. Its flower stalks can grow up to 4m tall and tui
and bellbird are especially fond of the nectar. 

 
(Cabbage Tree / Cordyline australis) 
One of our most iconic native plants. Ti Kouka trees prefer open wet areas and
swamps, and their large taproot helps stop soil erosion. Flowers are enjoyed by
insects and birds. It has the fastest growing root system over 5 years than any
other species. It belongs to the lily family. 

 
(Giant Umbrella Sedge / Cyperus ustulatus)  
Abundant throughout NZ, it grows well in damp open areas like stream sides or
wetlands where it makes great nesting habitat for aquatic birds. Growing up to
2m tall dark brown seed heads makes it easy to identify. 

160 x Karamū

180xTīKōuka 

180 x Harakeke

160xUpokotangata 



Trees for Survival Donation & Membership 

From $7.00 youcansupport thegrowingand planting of anativeplantinNZby a school

running our programme. For donation options visit us at www.tfsnz.org.nz/donate-a-tree 

What is Trees for Survival Charitable Trust? 

Trees forSurvivalCharitableTrust isaRotaryinitiatedprojectnow supporting over

250 schools and local communities acrossAotearoa New Zealand to grow and plant

native trees along waterways andon environmentally at-risk sites. 

@ t r e e s f o r s=u rvival 

Through action based learning, our environmental education programme provides the

opportunity for school communities to have a positive impact protecting and restoring

their local environment. 

@treesforsurvivalnz 

With special thanks toour Principal Partners 

https://www.tfsnz.org.nz/donate-a-tree/
https://www.tfsnz.org.nz/donate-a-tree/
https://www.tfsnz.org.nz/donate-a-tree/
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