
It was with great sadness we heard of the passing of Laurence
Berry last week.  Laurence was very active at Whangarei Heads
School during Lil Craigs tenure as Principal.

During this time he wrote our school waiata - Kua Tae. He met
with Lil and discussed the schools values and gained a sense
of the kaupapa of the school at that time. 

He then collaborated with Cathy Ross and Danny  Tuato’o to
create the words, and Te Reo.  His wife Ellie and daughter Billie
choreographed the actions. 

What is really special is that the lyrics are still very much a
match to what we feel is still important to who we are as a
school community today. Even though they were written 20
years ago!  

A copy of the lyrics is on the next page for you to enjoy. 

His daughter Billie also gifted the school community the video
as she left as a Year 8 students  Here is a link if you want to
have a watch. It will be a wonderful trip down memory lane for
some of you. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DC5kjpzqwHg

Thank you to Laurence and his whanau for their contribution
to our school! 

TERM 2
Week 2 - Apr 27-May 1

Apr 27 - ANZAC Day - No School
Apr 29 - Y5/6 Winter Sports
Apr 30 - Mihi Whakatau to
welcome our new whanau

Week 3 - May 4-8
May 5 - Board Meeting 6pm
May 6 - Backyard Kiwi visit

Week 4 - May 11-15
May 11 - Jumping June Begins
May 13 - Y7/8 Winter Sports

May 15 - Pink Shirt Day

Week 5 - May 18-22
May 21 - Kiwi North Trip
~ Piwakawaka, Tui, Ruru

& Kotare

Our Place to Grow and Learn together
Ko tātou kura, kia tipu, kia ako ngātahi

Term 2 - Week 1 - April 23, 2026
Kia ora e te whānau, 

Whangārei Heads School Newsletter

Coming Events:



Manaia ko te maunga
Whangārei ko te moana
Tēnei tātou katoa
Ko te kaitiakitanga
te mea nui
Ki a tātou e.

Kua tae kua ū
Ki tēnei rohe
Ko te whenua
ataahua e
Ko te whenua
Papatūānuku e

Ngā manu
Te whenua
Ngā Rākau
Te moana
Ngā maunga 
Te tāhuna
ko ngā kai o Tangaroa

Manaia, our home
On the coast of Whangārei
Honour those who’ve gone before
Care for our environment
Leave for the future
The places and the treasure
We enjoy.

(Rpt v2 under chant) 
(BOYS)
Taiharuru, Parua Bay
Munro Bay, McLeod Bay
Reotahi, Little Munro Bay
Taurikura, McKenzie Bay
Urquhart Bay, Ocean Beach,
Papatūānuku e

TRANSLATION: 
Manaia is the mountain
Whangarei the harbour.
We take our guardianship 
of this place seriously.

We have come here
(by sea)
To this beautiful place,
To this land of Papatuanuku. 

The birds
The land
The trees
The sea
The mountains
The beach
The gifts of Tangaroa

(GIRLS)
Kua tae kua u
Ki tenei rohe
Ko te whenua
ataahua e
Ko te whenua
Papatuanuku e

Kua Tae - Lyrics





This year the kaimahi are unpacking each part of the new Writing Curriculum; and aligning it to what we
know is best practise here at Whangārei Heads School. In Term 1 we first looked at the importance of
Handwriting and how to write sentences at each Phase and Year level. 

Rationale: Why do we teach Handwriting at WHS?

We can remove a lot of the cognitive load in writing if we can support students to be able to form letters
automatically. If tauira do have this automaticity then it can free up working memory as they don't have to
recall how letters are formed. 

Handwriting is important because research has shown that if we write by hand, during phonics or
structured spelling lessons then this activates and strengthens the pathway used for spelling and decoding.
It also helps to deepen our understanding of concepts across the curriculum.

We write for a purpose; and that is to communicate our ideas, or to entertain or persuade others. For
tauira to be successful at writing for purpose, the audience must be able to read the writing, so legibility is
essential. 

We believe the key parts to successful handwriting are;
Automaticity
Fluency 
Speed 
Legibility 

How can you help at home?
The key to helping at home is to ensure that you are helping your child to form the letters in the correct
direction, and size.  It is important to ensure that capital letters are only used for proper nouns and at the
start of the sentence, that they don’t appear in the middle of words. 

Writing Professional Development 





This is the perfect role if you:

• Enjoy being out and about in the 
community.
Want work that fits around school 
hours.
Like the idea of FREE school 
holidays (except the odd training 
day)!

Take pride in keeping our kids safe 
on their journey to and from Kura.

• 

• 

• 

What you’ll need:

•

•

•

• 

Class 2 license (minimum).

P Endorsement.

A calm, friendly attitude.

Reliability — our kids are 
counting on you!

What you’ll get:

•

•

•

• 

Supportive team.

Uniform.

Fortnightly pay.

Chance to drive extra charter trips 
if you want them.

We Need You!
RitchiesWhangāreiislookingforSchoolBusDriverstohelp get our  

Tamariki and mokopuna to school safely every day.

 
Apply online today - www.careers.ritchies.co.nz 

Love our community? Enjoy driving? Thinking of what to do in 2026?

Joinus—thecommunitywillthankyou,andsowillthenextgeneration! 
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