
It has been a noisy start to 2026 but we are pleased to see the rebuild of Room 1 and
the new admin block get away.  Each day we see more and more of the building be
demolished and are eagerly awaiting the rebuild phase. Hopefully it will be more
quiet, but somehow I don’t think so!

Thanks to Jamie Love and Kōtare who are the most affected by the noise.  I am in awe
of how you just shift spaces, utilise the outdoor area when it gets too much.  Special
mention has to go to Courtney who has to try and do her mahi in a classroom shared
by Tracey Morgan, any teacher on release, and me! It isn’t easy working in these
conditions but you do it with a smile. 

Thanks to the staff who are constantly finding work arounds to being in a construction
zone.  Hui a Kura is now Hui a Tuakana ropu or Hui a Teina ropu, meeting at 2.20 in
Teams is a great solution.  We are now working on how to keep our Whanau Hui as
these times are a core part of keeping our whanau based school culture.  This is
where we work in multi aged groups on our PB4L or behaviour expectations, gain
Whanau spirit, and do Enviro mahi. 

The build is expected to go on through to mid year - July, so we have a ways to go. The
plans are on display in the temporary staffroom if you want to see the end result. 

This years Inquiry Learning focus is on Growing Eco Innovators and we have kicked
it off in Term 1 with a Science Inquiry (Planet Earth and Beyond) to explore the Big
Idea that:  Our Place is unique; Ocean Beach, Whangarei Harbour and ancient
volcanoes. Each class is taking its own indivuidual spin but ask your child, what are
they learning? The Teina team is about to explore the natural jetty in Taurikura on a
EOTC trip next week as one example.

The teacher’s major Professional Learning and Development focus for 2026 is to dive
deeper into the teaching and learning of Writing.  We are looking at what the recently
refreshed English Curriculum requires of us and comparing that to what we know is
effective practice in Writing, creating a WHS Writing Delivery Statement as we go. 

EOTC is about to get underway with the Kōtare and Kororā Mangawhai camp next
week and Kārearea EOTC week in Week 9 as well as the forementioned trip to the
Natural Jetty for the Teina team. It is wonderful to see us accessing the environment
for learning, this is a core feature of our localised curriculum. 

Kelly

Week 5 - Mar 2-6
Mar 4 - Zone Swimming 

WHS vs PBS

Week 6 - Mar 9-13
Mar 10 - Yr7&8s EMR Reotahi

Mar 11 - WPSSA Swimming
Mar 11-12 Kotare & Korora

Camp - Mangawhai

Week 7 - Mar 16-20
Funky Fish Preparation!

Return all raffle books - sold
and unsold

Funky Fish - March 22

Our Place to Grow and Learn together
Ko tātou kura, kia tipu, kia ako ngātahi

Term 1 - Week 5 - March 2, 2026
Kia ora e te whānau, 

Whangārei Heads School Newsletter

Coming Events:



Communication at WHS
We are moving to having a monthly newsletter. We were finding that the fortnight would roll around so quickly that
we were often struggling for things to share.  Or that we needed to share more immediately, so then the information
was sent out via DOJO and Facebook rather than the newsletter.  Let’s give it a go for 6 months and then let us know if
you miss the more regular newsletter. 

To help our staff have a good work life balance we are going to work harder to ensure that we are not answering
emails after our office hours. This is when we spend time with our whanau, or do the things that bring us joy : )

Emails will be answered between 8-5pm on Monday to Fridays, our office hours. 

DOJO messages will be seen by teachers between 8-8:40am and from 3:20- 5pm.  
If you message between 8.40am to 3pm they may not see it as they are busy teaching, or on duty at break times. 
Any urgent messages, those that need to be seen that day, should go through Courtney in the office. 
Please note: any messages received, even to Courtney, after 2.30pm, may not be able to be passed on before the first
bus. 

If your child is absent can you please contact the office and leave a message either on the voice mail, or email or use
DOJO before 9.30am. It is a requirement of the Attendance Management Plan that you let us know the reason for the
absence so we can code it correctly. 

We appreciate your support and understanding as we try to carve back some of our after work hours. 

Phones away for the day 

School Docs is the online webtool that holds all our
School Policy and Procedure statements.  If you are ever
unsure of anything you can log on and read for yourself. 

Username: whangareiheads
Password: caring 

Each term there are policies for review.  If you are keen,
you are welcome to log in and find the review tab and
add your thoughts. These are discussed at Board Hui in
the meeting at Week 8 each term.

Well done!  For the third term in  a row we
improved our attendance rate by 10%. 
 
Thank you to the whanau who are reducing the
amount of time taken out of school for holidays in
term time. As well as those of you who encourage
your child along to school every day, unless they
are genuinely unwell. 

We have set a further target of 10% more children
attending regularly to bring us within 70% of children at
WHS attending 90% of the time. 

If you are the 4% who are often late, let’s see if
you can get to school before 9am this year!

The full Attendance Management plan is on the
Website for you to read. 

Attendance Term 4 

At the start of 2025 the Government implement the
Phones away for the day policy. 

If you need to you can see the full policy on School Docs or
request our inhouse one via the office. 

But in short there are to be no cellphones at school.  These
are to be handed in at the start of the day, and collected by
students at the end of the day.  This also includes Smart
watches and Fitbits that have communication apps.
Because we are unable to police who has switched these to
silent mode during school hours, we ask that these are
kept at home. 



Our people - School Organisation 2026 



Like all organsiations we don’t always get it 100% right 100% of the time. 
If you do have a question or concern we ask that you address it early and with
the right person. 

The following diagram explains the Complaints process at WHS:

Complaints Procedure



Swimming Sports!
We had a great turn out of school whanau and a beautiful sunny day for our swimming sport on Tuesday. 
Whether swimming competitively or participating for whanau house points, we are so proud of our
students for doing their best and cheering on every student who entered the pool! Well done everyone!

Zone Swimming Qualifiers
These students will be competing against Parua Bay School’s top swimmers in our interschool competition!

Daisy
Riley

Nico G
Isla B
Tamar

Hunter K

Lucy
Shani
Niko F
Joey

Primrose
Zeke

Jess B
Baxter 
Mikki
Juno
Sailor
Jimmy

Banos
Max
Ezra
Cruz
Tim



Our Trees for Survival plants have GROWN! This morning Matua Dane, Whaea Jessie and students from
Ruru Class did an awesome job pruning the mānuka, karamū, harakeke and grasses. We have placed the tī
kōuka (cabbage trees) under the growing unit to give everyone a little more space. Thank you Ruru Class
you have helped these plants to grow dense and bushy (rather then skinny and straggly) you have also
ensured the water will reach all of the plants. We are all looking forward to planting these trees out this
winter.

Trees for Survival Update!



 https://www.playhq.com/new-zealand-
cricket/register/85b381

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.playhq.com_new-2Dzealand-2Dcricket_register_85b381&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6YpEgYYWiQ6gsTMfvL_DxV7xUp0E9nDn24SftzytYFY&m=Bmz1yYmIvOz_Y35AOtHxMhumi06Z48I2xs-KPvCkoTrBYqCr4Ok7GvaU0oMmVdem&s=9cnvh71-nRdbsqspPkqEDF_VIMqLGt8G-1jMGlEbL7Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.playhq.com_new-2Dzealand-2Dcricket_register_85b381&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6YpEgYYWiQ6gsTMfvL_DxV7xUp0E9nDn24SftzytYFY&m=Bmz1yYmIvOz_Y35AOtHxMhumi06Z48I2xs-KPvCkoTrBYqCr4Ok7GvaU0oMmVdem&s=9cnvh71-nRdbsqspPkqEDF_VIMqLGt8G-1jMGlEbL7Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.playhq.com_new-2Dzealand-2Dcricket_register_85b381&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6YpEgYYWiQ6gsTMfvL_DxV7xUp0E9nDn24SftzytYFY&m=Bmz1yYmIvOz_Y35AOtHxMhumi06Z48I2xs-KPvCkoTrBYqCr4Ok7GvaU0oMmVdem&s=9cnvh71-nRdbsqspPkqEDF_VIMqLGt8G-1jMGlEbL7Q&e=






RAFFLE PRIZE PACKS!
Get your tickets now!

 (valued at $629)
Family cruise pass with Dive Tutukaka for 2 adults, 2 children

Ti ckets$3 for one ticket$5 for two
$20 for a book of 10

ThePerfectDay 

Ride the Waves 

Local Favourites 

Cosy Winter Escape 

Outdoor Adventure 

Lawn & Garden Ready 

Toastie Night In 

Capture a Slice of Life 

Summer Chilly Bin of Goodies 

($200)

(Valued at $500)
 

(Valued at $200)
 

(Valued at $420)
 

(Valued at $300)
 

(valued at $500) 

(Valued at $399)

(valued at $350)
 

Family portrait session with local photographer

Win a surfboard - theperfect prizefor surfers of all
ages to enjoy the stunning Northland coastline

Winacompletelawncare package includinga
lawn mower, line trimmer, and essential accessories.

Win Hunting&Fishingvouchers - perfect foroutdoor 
enthusiasts planning their next adventure in Northland. 

Winasummer essentials pack - a chillybinloadedwith
goodies for beach days and family picnics.

Win a mealvoucherforParuaBay Tavernforgreat food 
and stunning harbour views.

Win a two night winterstayatShores for upto four 
people - the perfect coastal getaway to relax and unwind.

Win a sandwich press pairedwithkitchenaccessories and gourmet treats.

Ticket packs

coming

home with

students later

this week!


